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1. Rationale 
The main goal of the Open Learning Scenarios (OLS) is to guide teachers to extensively address 
different topics related with the sustainability of food systems. With the OLS, we move from 
a unidirectional, passive, teaching-learning approach, to a multidimensional construction of 
knowledge, where observation and questioning are the starting point. 

With OLS, students are the center of the learning process, having an active role in building 
their own knowledge, not only within the school community, but also by developing 
collaborations outside the school with the surrounding community, through the engagement 
of diverse societal actors. In addition to this open schooling approach, OLS also follow the 
living-lab methodology, adapted to the different context of schools and school communities, 
where students are at the same level of involvement as societal actors, becoming all together 
co-creators in real-life scenarios, contributing to the resolution of food system related 
problems that affect the whole community. 

 

2. Development protocol 
 

The overall goal of this process was that the partners would design 10 Open Learning 
Scenarios (60 in total) from each interactive video (6 in total), that would be later the basis 
for the implementation in a classroom setting for teachers participating in the planned 
FoodSHIFT Pathways project evaluations. 

 

2.1 Planning 
From the moment the storyboard for each video was written, the 10 associated OLS began to 
be planned in each of the participating countries, following the principle of the preferred 
pedagogical design that are fully developed in the report A2.4; Pedagogical Design, by the 
respective partners, at the same time as the video was produced. The first step in designing 
the OLS was to organize a unilateral brainstorming session between Ciência Viva and each of 
the partners, about the subject of each video. In this way, topics summarizing the video 
contents were identified in a collaborative way. From each of these topics, one or more OLS 
were developed. Given that the project's target audience are students aged 10 to 16 years 
old, for some of the identified topics it was decided to develop more than one OLS, 
distinguishing one another through the complexity of the tasks, the autonomy of the students 
and/or the level of involvement of the social actors. This distinction led to the development 
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of OLS for two different age groups: students aged 10 to 12 and students aged 13 to 16 years 
old. 

In order to promote homogenous formatting across the project, Ciência Viva created a 
structured template, common to all OLS. The template included all the key information 
facilitating thew OLS implementation by teachers, including detailed content information, 
and a step-by-step guide, about the OLS execution in the context of schools and surrounding 
communities. 

 

2.2 Dissemination potential 
The 60 developed OLS are already written in English, to promote cross-country accessibility 
for all the partners. From this work base, each partner is going to translate the OLS into their 
native language: Portuguese, Spanish, Dutch, Danish, Swedish and Greek.  

The Open Learning Scenarios are going to be uploaded on different websites and platforms, 
to ensure that their dissemination among school communities throughout Europe is 
maximized. Besides the official website (https://foodshift-pathways.eu/), other platforms of 
dissemination include School of the Future (https://www.schoolofthefuture.eu/) and 
Sustainable Food Systems Network (sustainable-food-systems-network.mobilize.io). 

 

3. The OLS template 
The Open Learning Scenarios (OLS) template was structured into two large sections. One of 
the sections - Support information - gives immediate information about the characteristics of 
the OLS, from the theme, through the target audience, to the best way to implement it. The 
other section - Main contents - has the content of the OLS itself, with all the detailed steps 
necessary for its implementation. 
 

3.1 Support information 
Aims: A list of the main goals to be achieved with the OLS. 

Sustainability competences: A list of the key competences in sustainability (identified in 
WP2.3). 

Societal actors: A list of the different school and community members engaged in the OLS. 

Key words: A list of words that facilitate a quick understanding of the topics covered by the 
OLS. 

Age range: The target student audience of the OLS, ranging from 10 to 16 years old. 

https://foodshift-pathways.eu/
https://www.schoolofthefuture.eu/
https://sustainable-food-systems-network.mobilize.io/network-groups
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Subjects: School disciplines addressed in the OLS, in connection to the country context. 

Topics: School topics, within each subject, addressed in the OLS, in connection to the country 
context. 

Set up: The list of locations and the necessary arrangements of each location where the 
different tasks of the OLS are going to take place. 

Materials: List of materials to be used during the implementation of the OLS. 

 

3.2 Main contents 
Introduction: Contextualization of the OLS starting from the general topic of food systems to 
the specific topic covered in the OLS. 

The issue: A list of steps that help the teacher to trigger discussion and reflection on the food 
system topic. These steps include watching the video associated with the OLS and identifying 
the problem(s)/dilemma(s) issued in the video. 

Into the community: A list of steps that take students out of the classroom context into the 
school and/or local community: school, neighborhood, food markets, restaurants, companies, 
research centers, etc. Here the students' interaction with one or more social actors begins. 

The co-creation process: Detailed work methodology that places students side by side with 
one or more social actors (including families and the school community) to reflect, discuss 
and plan solutions that contribute to the resolution of the identified problem(s)/dilemma(s) 
linked to food systems. 

The (suggested) solution: Proposed solution to the identified problem(s)/dilemma(s), 
through the development of structures, products, services or campaigns aimed at different 
sectors of the community, and previously tested by the targeted audience. 
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Appendix  
The 60 Open Learning Scenarios 
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